
Year 1 
Phonics & 

Reading



What is phonics?
• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. 

• It involves teaching the children the pure sounds for each letter.

• For example, they will be taught that the letters ‘m-a-t’ blend together 
to make ‘mat’.

• Phonics teaches children to 
decode words through 
segmenting and then blending
the sounds together.

• Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use 
when they are writing words.



Phonics screening check

What if my child does not meet the standard in the screening check? 

• Children who have not met the standard in year 1 will retake the check in 
year 2. We will inform you of the result at the ned of the school year.

• All children are individuals and develop at different rates. The screening 
check ensures that teachers understand which children need extra help 
with phonic decoding. 

What is the phonics screening 
check?
Children read a list of 40 words 
including ‘real’ and ‘alien’ words.

Delivered by the class teacher 
during a pre set week in June. 



Phonics at St Wilfrid’s
Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS).

You can find more information about ELS, including the order the sounds are taught in, on 
the Oxford Owl website: Essential Letters and Sounds - Oxford Owl



ELS Structure

Nursery – sounds in the 
environment, rhyming, oral 
blending

Reception – oral blending, 
phase 2, phase 3, phase 4 
and introduction of phase 5

Year 1 – revision of all phases 
and alternative spellings of 
previously taught sounds





Phases



Videos to help with phonic sounds

• Look for the videos and presentations page in the parents 
section on the school website. Scroll to the bottom to find the 
phonic sounds videos. These are not for children, but can help 
parents know how to pronounce any sounds they are less 
familiar with. 

https://www.saintwilfrids.wigan.sch.uk/page/videos-presentations/109792

https://www.saintwilfrids.wigan.sch.uk/page/videos-presentations/109792


Assessment



Harder to read and spell words 
(HRSW)



Year 1 Spellings



Home reading

Guided Reading book every week ELS decodable book – when appropriate





Please read and sign your child’s 
reading diary 4 times per week.

27/09                  Jane has read pages 1-3 in 
her book 

28/09                  Jane practised her harder 
to read words 



Home Learning
• Read guided reading book 4 times a week and sign

• Read decodable phonics book when given

• Highlight any sounds your child is struggling with a practice

• Read HRSW

• Spelling quiz

• Use phonic sounds mat when your child is writing at home

• Story time



Thank You!


